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DISCOURSE, 
[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 26.| 


tad the Serpent said unto the woman ye shall not surely 
dic.” —Genesis 1. 4. 


lv is very evideut that Protestants, in endeavouring to 
nyvoid one extreme of error, have run into anevther. ‘Thus, 
the ducirine of God’s sovereignty, exhibited in particular 
clecting grace and reprobating justice, was introduced to 
ineet the Popish doctrine of personal merit, * that a man 
siight do works sulficient tu ensure lis owu salvation, and 
eveu more than was necessary, the surplus of which he 
would ieauster iv another.” 

This system of Calvin, was regulated by the celebrated 
Dr. Edwards, who added to it the discoveries of a Spanish 
priest, made in 1631, which was that ot * disinterested be- 
nevolence.” This system was improved by Dr. Hopkins, 
aud now forms the basis of the Calviuistic churches, 

‘This system deserves examination, as the liberality of its 
professors leads them to regard every tung as heterodox, 
Winch comports not with their views, and who ure the 
original discoverers that the devil was the first Universalist 


preacivicr. 


Dr. [fopkins declares, that “ God was the author o! 
Adaai’s sin,” in support of which, Dr. Emutous says,“ By 
imnmedmtely acting on the heart with energy to produce 
tle volition, Cod produces every sinful act, and in tls 
mauner from the beginning to the end of hie, does God re 
probate every smuner that is lost.” Calvio says, * There is 
un ecernal determination, which respects all actions, be- 
inys, and events. Predestination we call the eternal de- 
oi God, whereby he had it determined by himself, 
wliat he willed to become of every man----God not only 
horesaw the fail of the first man, and im him the ruin of 
lis posterity ; but alse disposed it after hisown will. The 
fall of manu proceeded trom the wondrous counse! of God.” 


cree 


Here then we have a doctrine claiming to have its ori- 
vin wn God—the benevolent Father of our syirits, and the 
aver of every good and every pertect gift, whitch de- 
elures that God ts the author of sin, and that from the be- 
#uning tothe end of life, produces every sinful action 





n tan, and then makes forever miserable a large portion 
of bes creatures for sinping. 

We inquire—if this doctrine be true, what agency has 
that being called the devil, in man’s sinniny ? what is there 
‘or him to do? God ereates men—some he initends for 
happiness, others for misery. ‘l’o show his sovereign pow- 
er, he involves all in sin, that he may save whom he pleases, 
und eternally damn the rest. This being the case, the devil | 
niast be a mere passive being. God it is that directs the 
serpent to tempt men, produces the sin, and directs every 
thought and action in lite. Could this devil, if he had the 
wower, have devised a system which would have suited 
jumself better? It may be said, yes, by making all meu mi- 
verable: is he, then, so much wiser than God, who could 
not devise a better system, than that of making some mise- 
sable, in erder that the greatest happiness might be pro- 
enced? The greatest possible misery may be produced by 
ullowing some to be happy, that the damned may see what 





Jey mucht have enjoyed, aud thus be more miseruble. 
this system be true, the Aboighty has bees werking in| 


a great measure jor his adversary, by making beings, then 
causing them to sin, aud exercising his justice im making 
them iurever as wretched as the devil could wish then: io be. 

Now if God is the author of sin, and according to Dr. 
Emmons, by acting upon the heart woth esergy, proutiees 
every siniul action trom the begmuing to the end of ile; 
if the doctrine of Universal Salvation is of the devil, and 
the preaching of it a sin, it is God who produces it ; 4! 1t is 
a delusion to deceive mankind, and lead them to everlast- 
ing Woe, it is sent of God to effect that end. ‘Therelore, to 
oppose that sentiment, is to oppose God, and to attemyi to 
frustrate hos designs ; wud (hat man is as much serving Cod 
in preaching and believing all men will be saved, as the 
preachers and believers of the Calvinistic doctrine. tna 
word, there is no such thing as serving the devil, if God 
directs every volition and action, all are serving God. 

But what kind of disposition does this coctrine Thfuse 
into the mind? Does it produce meckue-s, gentleuess, 
brotherly kindness, and charity? No, noue of these things. 
It rather destrovs all sociability, aud imtuses a spirt of 
pride, saying, “stand by thyself, come not nigh, for | am ho- 
lier than thou ;” it leads to defamation oi character, aad 
causes mento speak evil of all who diiler 
matters of religion. 


irom then in 
The ery is delusiou, devil's Goctrme, 
&e. and this often without tae least examimation. 

The Saviour said, the tree is known by its fruit. Avain, 
by their fruits ye shall know them.—The spirit’ by wluch' 
a man is goverued, is known by his words aud actions, 


If God be a being who delivlts in geodness, those who 
are governed by his spirit, will dei ght in the exercise of 
that gooduess, aud rejoice iu the universal dis; lay of mercy 
and grace, 

If the devil is a being who delights in misery, then they, 
if any there are, who are governed by the spirit of evil, 
will delight in the eternal perpetuity of misery, aul will 
redouble their dil.geuce in searching the scriptures, and 
exerting their Inzeuuity tu laborious study, to prove 
the glory of Goa, and the 


wt 
crealesi possible good requires 
the eudless nusery of a porGou ef the human race, 

To close the subject, let it be observed, that the Univer- 
salists believe in the denunciation of God. “ In the dav 
thou eatest thereot, thou shalt surely the serpené 
to the contrary uotwilhstauding. ‘They believe that man 
did die on the day of transgression. Thatto be ecarnally 
minded isdéath. ‘They believe that the wages of sn is 
death, and Uiai the soul that simneth shall die. And they 
also believe, that all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God. But they likewise believe, the j.rom ses of 
God. ‘That the seed of the woman should bruise the sere 
pent’s head, that in Cbrist all the natious, kindreds and tame 
ilies of the earth shali be blessed with all spiritual bless- 
sings in heavenly places. That Jesus will retgn until he 
hath put all his enemies under ‘is feet, and the last enemy 
that shall be destroyed, is death ; that Cirist will destroy 
him that hath the power of death, that is the devil. De- 
stroy the works of the devil. In a word, Christ will finish 
sia; make an end of transgression ; destroy the reign and 
kingdom of the devil; subdue all things to himself; de- 
“tyes king Jom to God, even the Father, (hat God may 
pe all in all. i 


13 ths preashiag the devil’: doctrine, er ean it be believed 


die” 
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ejah 
that he serpent preached this doctrine ta the gurden, even|s.on, designed to represent those inward distresses of mind 
decluriue his own o1 ertLrow wosing from guilt. ‘This all the wicked do, and must ex- 
{ willl e eaid that it iz the devil’s doctrine, in that it d erience; beeause sin, naturally and inevitably, bevets 
elares't ca a “i Mi , sain. th nok tenes. Wi ery. Mankind, whether we cons der nm mdividua ly 
ah hag a divine d ruisulke Which in a vo.ee of than-|“" collectiveny, lo, according to the aboye calculation, 
der, says, * ‘There 1s ne : ts the wicked. We une-|Umis tiemse. yes into misery. 
suivocally declare. that “ the wa {sty is death.” “ Vhe Psalm xvi. 10. iy flesh shall rest in hope, for thou wilt 
" cke} are hk iroubl ~ that cannot re-t Wel]uoticave my soulim heil, nor suiler thy toiy one to see 
Preach salvation jn »X hot wes: We ye 1 deliver-feorruption.” David, as th type of Christ, intends here te 
au to cavtives. the revgn of rrzhteousness un ry. Welfrepresent what did a tually | take place: Phat Christ snould 
per len to tau God. aud } nro ». descend mito hell (hades.) and that he should ruse again 
mi es 3 to look to iam as th bother and Pyeend: return frem hell. Hell, here, means the literal grave or sepulchre 
0 obedience, au rve the Lord wich all ther heart. of Joseph ot Arimathea, and nothing more. 
Dut as it was in thei unin tisnow. Inthe bezin- Psaim lv. 15.“ Let death seize upon th®m, and let them 
n 10 * ye snail su die.” ‘The pent said) fo down quic kly mio hell” (hades.) i his ) assage requires 
shall wc i vithaa \ ‘ i 10 comment, as its literal intention is so mamiest. Hell, 
ti t } i to . ‘\ | biel here sraafies the literal grave. Certainly there is nothing 
aith, * And [, iti be lited up trem the earth, w.ll draw lua the text which gives Aed/ the sigu fication of endless mis- 
nil mew unio me.” The soirt of unbelief saith, « He didjery. Neither can we suppose that David orany other man 
not mean all, caly sume of al the elect. Christ save. | possessing one spark of be nevolence, Coulu pray tor his en- 
5 cause | Live, ye 3 t att tir 7 b il we are t i ty tha mes” ett rnal misery. 
-meant the elect, and them only shall live with him.” Psalm Ixxxvi. 13. “ Great is thy mercy towards me, and 
sod hias declared Ly his apost!s. that he * will have all men} ¢hou hast delivered my soul from thie lowest hell.” It ap- 
to be saved, aud to come to ihe kuowled ofthe trath ;” pears, then, that David's soud was m the lowest heli, and that 


but the enemy says, *.t only meaus that God is willag—|iie was de/erered trum it. and all this before he died. Hell, 
Lie has no Ceteruunate will to save auy but the elect.” | here signifies a place ot mental distress. 





Phus sss endeavours to sow the seeds of ditru t, GeUunt, Psalm exvi. 13. “ The sorrows of hell compassed me, 
meet TERE. ia and the pains of boll gat hold upon me. | found trouble 
gai and sorrow.” ‘This text, being the language of David ex- 
From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. pressed in nearly the came words with 2 Sam. xxu. 6, 
2 wiech we have before considered, needs no other attention 
THE CHRISTIAN OPITULATS Pi cccnnnst¥ Gs V Es in this plac e.than merely to remark, that if the sorrows 
pon band th Le 8 ie oa and pains of hell gat hold on David, while he was living, 
WHAT IS THE TRUE SIGNIFICATION OF THE WORD land trom them he was delivered, we can lave no possible 
Hew? rround to suppose, that the word fel) as here used, denotes 
The next passage, in which the word Ae/l is found, is inj place of future ra from which there ts ne deliverance 

+ 


T ww , @ Piee hinove are TTT - , } 
JODO KXVI. G, Dead tinnys are found trom under the Wa-} Pealm exxxix. 8. “If ] ascend up inte heaven, thou art 


> orl he ph site ‘ 1%, F tot : 3 . 
ters and the inhabitants thereof, fell is baked beto ve) the re: if I make = bed in hell. behold thou art. there 
Ce ee Fe ee ae a  aae ia ; Nie : 

a ne aud destruction has io coverius.” Is any thing! tf [| take the wines of the morn.ne and dwell in the utter- 
erivet ere ym the use of the word pel/. which int 5 : 

r r - \ . “ mith Use ¢ th word nell, which mvolve s| most parts of the sea, even there thy hand shall lead me, 
1@ Klean Lie 1 ys De ; hace au er state ) . wiaie ’ > - ryr z a= 4 1 

— for ti 4 ie “4 es ‘I a oes os ther “e os E t jand thy right hand hold me. This passage is a parallel 

ence, to} me > CNGIOSs PUibsaMmeny of the wicke ee Vi jhd any lone with Job Xl. 2. uy on whi h we have remarked. It fans | 

one say, thatit piust mean this tis d | 


, 


2 eit ; 
; , epee i itis described pe dre scribe the omnipresence and protection of God, which 
being * naked beiove God” ? bhi 


boa reat Humber Ol] extend even to he at, or the lowermost boundary, which the 


. eee ee lersland, that they too are plac sacred writer could use to imply the idea, that even in the 
eternal misery. The he art of man ts naked before Go ‘ir centre of the earth. God exists, supporting. The depth, 
i mie tines of this glo me ure exposed to this view. In!the heieht, the length, the breadth of God's presence, he 
= iy te “et ‘ ee ee Le but is na- compares to the most extreme limits of nature. And it is 
— Celore hun, set surely we should arrive at an ua-jworily of remark, for our consolation, that it is not only 
prec | ‘ae Cmax of loric to miantain chat a thmg isalo mini pre ent, but the sweet singer of Israel represents hima 
uiteral i wr, nike be oe 


f| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
! 
J we itis naked be- jin all those distant places, even in hell, as leading us, provi- 
lore Cit Ie ne truth is, there S ik ine In the pas ave,} 
| 
i 
' 











mined ing we could reach them, (which, indeed, 1s impossil le) 
bb ' yl “4 ae ‘! ; so ee : Ay é : vat, * Hades, “ee ee hi s own kind hand, and holding us in his right hand of 
cea Judgments, and coufine them * under the ’rov. v. 6. * Her feet go down to death; her steps take 
Oe ae eee at ath ips mu hell.” Solomon, being the son of David, had learn 
Serres Roe Nem Ween a og ' . 1 into hell.jed te male the same free use of this word, and with the 
pc rg ee Soe eae ore Tt, because the | ame signification that his father had before him. In this 
= vir os ee od sg mm es 3 ae said Ser eee ri) to Uu-} pussage he shows us, what experience has ever confirmed, 
; Lari, A - eu wilh perceive {that the paths of viee and dissipation, lead to misery, and 
ae oe “ey: i 7 is m ; ? : ore ee Pats oun « nerally to a premature death ; aud that the grave is the 
oar Por if ore oe se Eedore proves} next house to, if we may be allowed the expression, the 
ea Ponti siti ; ME » (he com-I chamber of the lustful. Beeause the feet of the foolish 
rie Hes , a : ae mace ee rel tie liana} woman, zo down to death, and her steps take hold on hell, 
ne ae ph wy am seeing he r all a e sinus d there is no ground for inferring, that her steps take hold on 
Cpr alive teeing ieee nse Sty EHOse WHO Gielendiess torments. [It must first be proved. that there wa 
pine ate eget iis ‘ ts aeerspiny nghring sree ony Sore wt place of eternal misery, and that the word hell is the pro- 
The word“ wicked” must be t rise ee see Aenea hell.” | per name for it, before we can wamtain that this latter 
Ene Snir ante 0 EES BOOE SS to eve-Trorm means the former. But as far as we have gone, we 
A eae yin Rag AEH a ee Sone, Now as all are} cave found, that the word, hell, in no instance, ean apply to 
WW eked, and as it suys, they she// be tumed into hell, yor |such a place. We therefore maintain, that to make the 
<a a _— ' w u uot answer to call ita place of eternai | word, im its present situation, refer to what it is commonly 
nisery. Bul it Wiad Ge to consigde: ito hourat ye eXores- sup} gued it d ece i efer {e. i 4 @ 485 yial: ation of terms, ané 
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what no person, ifhe had any plausible argument on his 
side, would resort to. 

Prov. vii. 27. “Her house is in the way to hell, goin 
down to the chambers of death.” ix. 18,“ But he knoweth 
not that the dead are there, an] that her ¢ are in the 
de oths of hell.” These two passages have a great similar- 
ity with the last examiued, they reyuire no more of our ob- 
servations here, than to remark, tliat they happily confirm 
the observations, which were last made. [a the former 
passage, * Her house is in the way to hell, going down” 
where? to endless burnings? Ne. ‘To the chambers of the 
dead. Iu the second, hell ix said to be inhabited by the 
dead, zenerally ; a 


uwests 


frue meaning of the wise man. 


Prov. x. 34.6 Heli and destruct on are before the Lord: 
how much more the hearts of the ehiliren of men: it 


hell aud destruction are endless misery, because they are 
before the Lord, (and this is the only deseriptive intima- 
tion in the text. as mi Job xxvi. 6.) then also must the 
heart: of the children of men be places of greater endless 
misery (ifthe solcc:sm may be pardoned) for they are mor: 
exposed to his view. See our remarks in the passnge re- 
ferred to. 
Verse 24. 
he may depart trom hy 
as we before reinarked, t! 


tiousness eserveto r 


“The way of life is above, to the wise, that 
ll beneath. For the same reasen, 
iat the courses of vice and heen 
iin health, to shorten life, and to lead. 
eonseynenily, to death—to hades, he!) beneath ; so virtue, 
Bi ear aud frugality, by promot.ng cheer!ula*ss 
heait!:, iead to life aud peace. Ht te an established truth, 
that the Ways of w are the ways of pleasantuess ; 
that, in doing the e there is great re 
that in disch: leasures } 


tr oor test: 
istsoml STeaAcvest pi 


@ ' 
ona 


fom 
ommandments 
duty, cons 


ward: 
rsvog our 


while the ways of sin lead to moral death and misery, anil 
the way of the transyressor is har’. "he life of the righte- 
ous shall be proto red—while the wicked shall not liv 
eat half his davs. 


_ ———— 


'. U an : a A } 
From tet (Buffalo Gosne 
. a / J 


OMING 
A  # fure on 2 Tess. 1. 6---10, de 
1823, hy the Rev. 


to Jal 


IUDGMENT. 

ered at Rochester, N.Y. 
J.S. Tuompson. 
Since I have beeun our In the vin 
Lord, asa n 
ject of this Lect 
ponents, as an wns 
a future me 


= 
i 


eto the 


eyard of my 
1 
ire the lrequently been alleged by my op- 
mivocal Gemonstration of human woe in 
de of ex n insurmountable 
ess of the doctrine of Univer 
called the att 
scripture 
ism ; and it has been so 
n,m the vieinity of 


istence; anda 
€ progr 
ention of the 
sort of the 
eted seven 
this popu 


ances has 


A variety of circumet 
public to this passare of zs adernier 1 


opposers of universa | 


times by differcnt clorgyme 
in their attempt 
a have » there 
that this porte 1 ob srnered se ripture re- 


severe chastisements of God, ‘nth cte d on the 


lous and ¢rowineg 


Viliare, 
establish the ARAHAMIC Faiths. 
certaken to show, 


Jates to the 


ere Uun- 


stroug confirmation that the grare is the | 


unister of the Evennasting Gospen, the sub}! 


obsta- |: 


al Salvation. | no 


to overthrow or! 


nth 


messenvers as a lead rorcaptam. Accordingly the sey 

verse will read,“ rest to you our fellow-suflerors at the 
revelation of the lord Jesus irom heaven, co-operating 
with his onghty messengers,” i. e. conducting the Roman 
army to met the lone predicted woes on the Jewish peo- 


‘The in the pinth verse 
rs to the penas dare of Virgil, ignifies te pay 
ijustice, atone, expatiate, or suffer. This ts the constant and 
i may add the almost :avarniable meaning of one above 
phrases in the best Latin and Greek classice, ‘The nint 

verse ought therefore to read, * who shall suifor, sbethnon 
| ciendon, g‘onion loss from the presence of the Lord, and the 
rlory of Ins majesty.” Is. 11. 19, 29. tevm. clethron, 
transiated destruction ha almany to adopt the un- 
mereiful end unsertotural notion of the ann 
wicked. But this fanc 
from inait ntion to the seriptural and elas: 
terim as Well as to the Cocirine ef the everlasting 


ple and nati on. 
ausw 


phrase d?kentiein 


eal 
ailu 





ihe 
i ie 
ee 
ible 


} 
i 


i 
ful eoinion must have o 


rOane? 
gospel. 





Ollumi, in Greek, pereo in Latin, percre in Pre i, and 
persh in Enzlish, are terins frequently used to express ap- 
rehens'ons of some impending denver. Oleiiron derived 


trom ol/rmmic. mi y therefore be cor: ethy translated 
What Paul calls trébulution in the sixth verse, is 
ted destruction, inthe ninth. Where Luke uses 
troy, ploys the term 

Though both te elisis in- 


ePover, 
le nomina 


the word apolesai,to de ViatUiow ¢ 


bastnisai, to torment. evan, 


tended to communicate the saine idea, Luke iv. 34. Mat. 
vill, 29. When Matthew speaks of desfroving both soul 
and bodyin Gehennceh, Mat. x. 28, Luke xu. 5 If the 
wicked be annihilated on account of their iniqnity, how 
ean the reward be accorUnr to works? But the uni. 
form language of ser. pture declares both the righteous and 
the wieked shall be recompenved for the.r deeds ; and men 
| hall be beaten with many or few strypes in proportion as 
ithey heve been more or less vicious in the'r moral conduet. 
If tie phrase ates no nore, V's. civ. 5, Lam. v. 7, which in 
everal languages implies to die, mean utter and per} petual 


extmelon ot “a net Fnoc} 
een annihilated. G 5 ak 
13. Ifthe second decth, wiuch Wiithy on my text shows 
élos, Uziel, aid Jerusalem to bea 
ssion denot ‘the correction of the mpi- 
into the 
hor can 
xiv. 1], 


lies, xiil, 
5, the week 


from the tarzums of Ou! 

yal expr 

mean annihilation, then 

fire cannot + forme } 

the wrath of God abide on unhelievers. Rev. 
iJohn tii. S6. But lot ae) who destroyed himsel. 

dition, 2 Thee. in, ed whom the 

‘Thess. 1. 8, who shall be pun’shed with 

‘Thess.3, 9, and will utierly per- 


’ 
rove! 
{hose who are caat 


ited dey and nicht: 


ous 


lake of 





}; the son per 
Lord will destroy, 2 


| 
| 
‘ 
fey rlusting destr 
} 
! 


* .’ 
ction, \ 


h, Deut. iv. 26, Josh, xxi. 16, and Deut. xxx. 18, wag 
other, in the opinion of Lightfoot, Le Clerk, Hammond, 
ind other able commentators, than the Jewish mation, 
hie! ' politic an? ecclesiastical was destroyed 


or @isnersed forever. Notwithstanding, if ever the dk esign 
lof God in creating intelhgent beings, the cbiects of Chr 
mediatorial kingdom, or the covenant and promises rol 


} anul- 


trated 


destrue- 


| Cod, be accomplished, the soul-chilling doctrines of 
and endless misery will then be 


VP qually false and delusive. Let the believers of 


‘Wilation demo: 


. , . ‘ j ‘ 
Jews for rejecting our Joord and persecuting his followers ;!t'on reflect on the character of that God who, though he 
and that if has no allusion whatever to the (lest tiny of men| brings to destruction the sons of men, yet saith to them re- 


Al 


in another and unseen world 


tested and alarming passage 


‘sion of this con- 
shall be conducted according 
ment. 


the diseu 


to the following arranve 
shall endeavor to 
} 
‘ 


le to the 


render the translation more cor- 
reet and agreea! original Greek. 
oy ’ 
2. I sy 


coming. 


4 


ic of the time, manner, signs, and end of Chri 

1. The Greek preposition mefa signifies in company; 
eo-opert ition in the same design 3 adherence to the same par- 
fy. The orginal meaning of the word appears to have been 
“conductor whom others accompany. Uence the phrase, thie- 
bomenois meth hen ron, maybe rendered, our follow-sufferers ; 
and meth angelon, ce-operating with, or eomdaeting his 


> 


leclares that Not. one ere in 
should perish. Amos ix, 


her —— shall d 


turn again, Ps. xe. 3; and who 
f that Israel whom he destroved, 
9: and then let them sav whet 
de ‘reeably to Ps. es 


‘tiny text vi iiread 


‘ 
( liver irom 
> If the above criti 





trietion a 
tis, + seeing it is rizhte 
ons with Got a to recompense tribuhition to the: m Who trou.- 
ble you, but rest to you our 7 Now sutierers, at the 
tien of the lord Jesus from heaven, as a flame of fire. co- 
ng with his powerful messonvors (the Roman army) 
a lministering justice to thore whe neither honor God nor 
obey the gospel of ovr Lord Jesus Chir st; who shall suffer 
aionion loss (being excluded till the fulness of the Gentiles 
come) from the presence of the Lord and ihe glory of his 
maiesty, 


revela- 


operati 
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As I have adopted the term atonian instead of everlasting. | 
some explanation may be necessary. It is derived from 


ee ee ee oe sy 


view of the subject entirely excludes the doctrine of anni- 
hilation as well as that of endless mise ry; and at once pro- 





the noua aion, which, Phavorinns says, signifies he zoe kai| nonaces the reign of evil or loss to be limited, and followed 
ho bios, life, or to metron tes anthropines zoes, the measure | by blissful succession of ages, producing streams of pure 


or length of human life. 
priate in the } 
of the Gree} k alon. 


the christian age, and the age of the world. 


‘The word age is the most appro-! perennial felicity, lasting and perpetual as the existence of 
Enelish lantuage to express the signification} Deity, and universal as the whole number of intellectual 
Thus we speak of the age of a child.| beings thro 
the age of a man, the antediluvian age, the Patriarchal age. 


Here, [ conclude this 
. that the alonion loss 


whont his vast empire. 
part of my discourse by observing 


In all these| mentioned in my text, is the aionion correction, (as the 


examples, we find the term age varied, and the extent of word implies, Viat. xxv. 46, 1 John iv. 18, see Petit Pierre, 


tay? 


“~~ * “ on ™ } - a Ma e e “1 
its duration known only by the qualifying words or phrases] on the Divine Goodness.) whose duration and termination 


with wh ch it is connected; 


sense may require. 
translators only oner, Ephes. 
the subject to which it is applied. 


stipulated to serve his 
lish wor ever, ex. xx:. 6. Deu 


for by the above example the 
word age my indefinitely denete a period of one year, flity 
yea . two thousand years, or fiv e thousand years, as the nate, j sph. . 10. 


il. 7, by the word age, signi-| . SE cose 
fies a concealed or unkuown period of time, whose dura-|*'3"% and end of Christ's 
tion, ike the terme aion and age, can only be measured by 
The Hebrew slave who| Parensia tou Kuriou. 
master. od olam, sept. eis aiona, Enug-| Hammond, referred to his coming to destroy the Jewish 
t. xv. 17, did not thereby agree 


is distinctly fixed by the apostle to the time of the fulness 
of the Gentiles, Rom. xi. 25. Then will the arons termi- 
And all Israel will be saved in the Lord 


The Hebrew olam translated aion inj with an ovenias ting salvation ! 
the septuagint, and correetiy rendered into English by our 


9, 1 shall now proceed to consider 
coming. 
T! he coming of Christ called by Paul 


2 Thess. ii. 1. ts by hag Dr. 


the time, monner, 


1. The Time. 


vation and worshin, To this period, says Dr. W hitby, the 


to serve for avy definite perod of time ; for the duration | ap stile James most certainly alludes where he exhorts the 


of his sery'tude entirely depended on the following cirenm- 
The death of his master. | 
Which ever of these occur-|iudyve standeth before the door. 


stances. 1. His own death, 2, 


3. The return of the jubilee 


brethren to be patient till the coming of the Lord : adding 
this parousia, or coming of the Lord, is at hand,and the 
James v. 7---9. This is 


red fir t. dissolved the agreement, and effected the terminnr- | the coming of the Son, so often mentioned in the prophesies, 


tion of that — finite 
olam, ets aiona, lorever 
translated ins rer, all 

1 Sam. i. 11, 22. 23 


+! 
t 


three days 
ceed the t me of 46 vears 
again the return of jubilee. How dosp 


endless misery, appear to 


term aion, as implying eternal duration; whilst the very 
highest classical authority limits the term to the length o 
humen life. 
to pass the hime of life. 
ani Sophocles signifies, /o end life, or die. a" uses s alot 
frequently as the synonime of soe, life, Tl. iv. 478, Hl. v. 685 
and fl. xvi. 458. 

life Jost in battle. 
signifies the present lite. 


See Whitby on FEyphes, ii. 2; 
Tim.iv. 10; Mark x. 30. 


“9 


very ignorant of its meaning; for he telis them, the harvest, 
or founding of the christian church, is the ¢ 
Mat. xii. 39. 

Mat. xxvili. 20. 
of the end of the world, @ion. Mat. xxiv. 


end of the aion. 
Lo fam with von ll the end of the aion. 


. Mereover the 


period indicated by the phrase od 
. Accordingly the same phrase as{of the Jewish nation. 
he days of his life, as longas he liveth, | pearance of the § 
. Hence we see the Hebrew od olam. {tritiation of the Jews. occasioned by the invasion of the 
the Greek cis aiona, and the English forever, or everlast- 
ing, expressive of the duration of the Hebrew’s servitude. 
or Samuel's life m elit have indieated a period of one week. 
.as in Jonah ui. 6, or one ve ‘ar. but could not ex-|porer and creat glory.” Mat. xxiv. 29,30. 


intelligent readers or hearers. 
when they urge the argument for eternal misery from the |i @ cloud with poyer and great glory. Luk 


{socrates and Zenoephon say ton aiona diagein. 


Teleulesat ton uiona, in Veredotus 


Q\all these things be fulfilled. Mat. xxiv. 34. 
Surely if the werd aion imply| luke xxi. 32. 
eternal duration, Christ and his apostles must have been 


And they ask him whet hall be the signs| ARTY. presenily, after a short time, ye shall sce the § 


concerning the destrnetion of Jerusalem, and the dispersion 
Mat. xxiv. 27, 37,59. This ap- 
on of Man, was immediately to follow the 
Roman army. “ Immediately after the tribulation of these 
daus. shall appear the sien of the Son in Hearen----qnd t hey 
shail see the Son of Man coming in the cloudsof heaven, with 
For there shalt 


; for every 49th vear brought [le creat distress in the land aud wrath upon vies g — 
icable then must | and they shal! fall lu the edge of the sword, and 
those doughty champions ef orthodoxy and advoeates of joopiire mts 


he led away 
iM nations, and Jerusalem shall be trodden down 
of the Geniiies ; then shall they see the Son of Man coming 

‘Yo e xx}. 23, 27. 
The time of Christ's coming was so distinctly fixed, that 
fj none eould possibly mistake. Where he some of wou standing 
kere, said our Lord to his disetples, who shall not taste death 
till ye see the Son of Man come in his kingdom. Mat. xvi. 
(23. Mark ix. 1. Luke ix. 27. When they persecute you 
{tn one cily, flee ye into another, for verilu [san unto you, ¥¥. 








And sometimes for the period ofa yh shall not have cone over the ertres of Israel, tit! the Son of Man 
Ho nun aion,in the seriptures, always) ¢ come. 


Mat. x.23. This generation shall not puss “ill 
Mark xiii. 30. 
This prediction was verified in John, and 
explains our Lord’s meaning, John xxi. 22. Ifhe tarry till 
TI come, what is that to thee? Indeed the language of Christ 
could not be more definite and determinate than it was in 
ply to the high Priest’s adjuration. Mat. xxvi. 64. Ha- 
Son of 
Accordingly both 





2 Mon coming mm the clouds of heaven, 


writers of the New Testament speak of a ti ime hefore the | Christ and his apostles warn their auditors to watch, and 


aions bervan. 1. Cor. i. 7. The be: ginnin roof the anions 
Ephes. tii.9; Col. 1.26: of the end of the aions, Heb. ix. 
96; of aions past and aions to come, Col. i. 26; Enhes. ii, 
7; of a period which shall last through the aion of aions, 
Ephes. iii. 21; ofa time after the aions shall he ended, an 
of a period hyperbolically exceeding aionian, 2 Cor. iv. 17 
and lastly of the formation, 


Heb. i. 2. 


of them in time to come? 
cautum. 


Having ascertained the imnrort of the word aion, nothine 
more is needful than only to mention that azonios is deri ‘ved 


from aion exactly as the word vearly from year, or daily 
from day; and as atonean never imply infinite duration, | still, 


temporary. This) 


the aionion loss cr destruction must he 


or constitution of the aions, 
Do our doctors know these thines? If not. are} Christ’s coming, as 
are they not shamefuliy ignorant? If they do, ought not 
their efforts to impose on the credulous, indnee us to beware | the night. 


Felix quem aliena periculo|0’¢"' wu as a Thief. 1 Thess. v. 2. iv. 6. 


_jbe prepared for that event, secing it might be both sudden 
and unexpected. Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as 
ue think not the Son of Man cometh. Matt, xxiv. 44, Paul 
exhorts the J ps, ipplans to moderation, and ads as a rea- 
ji son, the Lord is othend, Phil.iv. 5. He adviseth the 
.| Thessalonians fe fo sleep as others, but to watch and he sober ; 
and appeals to their own knowledge of the uncertainty of 
an argument for vigilance. Yourselves 
know perfectiv that the day of the Lord ‘cometh asa thief in 
But ye wre not in darkness that that doy should 
In like man- 
ner Peter admonishes all to whom his epistle might come, 
to be sober and watch unto prayer, becanse the end ofall 
&; things was at hand, and Christ was ready to indge both the 
| quick and the dead. 1 Peter iv. 5, 7. 
fa ekly, says Jesus, he that is unjust, 


_— 





Behold | come 
let him be unjust 
Seal not the prophecies of this book for the time is 
,at hand, Rey. xxii, 10,12. What ‘shall we sey of these 
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preachers who 1750 years after these predictions have been 
dulisled, still persuade their hearers to expect Christ’s 
eommnyg to judgment? Let us pity them!! For either the 
ecriptures are a forgery, or these teachers of the law, know 
not what they say, uor whereof they affirm !! 

[70 BE CONTINUED. | 














COMMUNI ATIONS, 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 


* They alsa thet erred in spurit, shall come to understanding.” 
To the members of the Furst Ecclesiastical Society in 
Hartford, 

Deer Breilren end Sisters—As the discourses of your 
postor. delivered in your hear ny on the 16th of November 
Jast. are cousidered by some of you, as proving incontestibly, 
the unutterable and interminable misery of a portion ef 
men, I take the privilege of addressing to you some obser- 
vations, on the subject, which IT trust your eandour will not 
deem impertinent. [ have waited thus long, under the 
impression that the discourses would be published. But 
having heen « sapporntet in this expectation, | shall now 
fay before you the result of my inve- tigations, elicited by 
a careiul review agreeable to the best of my recollection. 

As Christians, it is evidently our duty, not merely to 
search the Ser.ptures, and ascertain if these things are 
30, but also to prore all thiugs, and to hold fast that which 
is goo’. Ifthe loctrine of your pastor is correct, it will not 
lose a particle of its value by investigation: if a free and 
gandid exam nation shall result in a demonstration of its 
fallacy. we shall obviously be the gainers by weighing in} 
the impartial scales of truth, those facts and arguments by | 
which alone it can be disproved. 

It is much to be regretted, that, after laying down juadi- 
gious rules for understanding the Scriptures, he should see 
proper to depart from these rules; because, in the mind of 
a carefol hearer, it must indicate, either that his rales were 
unimportant, and expressed without due consideration ; or,! 
that in adhering to them, the arguments intended to elu-! 


‘ 


You will be pleased to bear in mind, that the doctrine 
supposed to be taught in the text, is founded on the pre- 
sumption, that the /ume here alluded to relates entirely to 
the resurrection state. If it does, the fact must be embra- 
ced in the following verses; for the dullest apyrehension 
is hardly so obtuse as to believe it is contained in the ver- 
ses quoted above. Be pleased to examine the whole pas- 
sage in your Bibles, and ascertain for yourselves, whether 
one word in that connexion points to a state which is now 
future. If you can, Mr. Hawes will give you thanks, for 
he, certainly, cannot discover it. 


I presume you wi'll recollect, that your preacher relied 
on three circumstances in support of his hypothesis. 


1. On the use of the word translated everlasting and 
elernal. This word, he asserted, was the strongest m the 
Greek language, used to express endiess. If he will exa- 
mine in his Greek Testament, the word translated endless, 
in Heb. vii. 16. he will possibly discover that his assert‘on 
is erroneous. It is presum d he well knows that the word 
alluded to is equivoral, and that the nature and circumstan- 
ces of the subject determine its meanins. IJaceed, his own 
definition is sufficient in the case before us. He defined it 
to mean, “ the longest possible duration of the Ung spo- 
ken of.” 


Sin and suffering are cause and consequence, or the Di- 
bleis of no more value to us than the absurd legends of 
the dark ages. Butthe Scriptures testify abundantly of 
the blotting out of transgression, the end of sin and suffer- 
ing, and the return of the whole human family to the Fa- 
ther of their spirits. The prophet Isaiah, speaks on the 
subject thus; “I will not contend for ever, neither will I 
be always wroth ; [why ?] for the spirit should fail hefore 
me, and the souls which I have made.” From numerous, 
clear, and unequivocal testimonies, we learn the termina- 
tion of suffering on account of sin, and that the reign of 
righteousness and peace shall be universal. 


It therefore follows, beyond controversy, that even if we 
should concede the point, viz. that the subject in hand re- 
lates to another state of existence, the punishment spoken 
of could not be endless, unless we set at nought the most 


sidate the subject, would fall short of their design. The | absolute and unequivocal declarations of holy writ. 


substance of the rules laid down by him on that occasion, 
yon will probably recognize in the following: viz. 

1. To explain the passages which are apparently ob- 
seure, by those which are plain and unequivocal. 

2. To understand the language of the Sacred Scriptures 
by the usages established for understanding other writings. 


As both these rnles obviously inculeate the examination 
of each passage in its connexion, and evidently embrace 
whatever may tend to illustrate the subject, | most cordi- 
ally assent to their adoption. 


The frequent use of the text in various sermons and re- 
ligious publications, leaves no room to doubt that it is con- 
sidered as one of the strongest testimonies in favour of the 
common sentiment which the Bible can furnish. Viewing 
it in this light, let us examine it with all that patient and 
randid attention which its importance demands, | 

These shall go envoy into everlasting punishment. 
Matthew xxv. 46. 


It was said by the preacher, that the subject of which the 
iext isa part, commences with the Sist verse. However 
unwilling we are to allow this asa fact, we can have no 
objection to try the result of an examination which will 
test it as a éheory. Let us read it together. 


V.31. When the Son of Man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon 
the throne of his giory : 32. And before him shall be ga- 
shered all nations; and he shall separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divideth Azs sheep from the goats : 


33. And he shall set fhe sheep on his right hand, but the 





-oats an fhe left: > 


P 


2. The general acceptation of this passage by the Chris- 
tian public. As this appearsmuch more like an apology 
for an argument, than the argument itself, it needs but « 
briefnotice. Let us but inquire how opinions are handed 
down trom father to son—how we almost inhale them with 
our infantile food—and how assiduously they are taught 
us in our catechisms, our schools, and in various other me- 
thods, and we shall be able in good measure to appreciate 
the value of any opinion, merely by its popularity. ‘The 
Rev. Thomas Scott gives it as the result of his observa- 
tion, that a very small proportion of men adopt their senti- 
ments from a caretul investigation, or even from the hich- 
er degrees of probability. But on a subject which we are 
ealled upon to examine by the eridence of testimony to he 
drawn from the Scriptures, the result of which involves 
consequences the most important, it surely violates our bet- 
ter sense oi propriety, to call in the aid of opinions already 
formed or. the subject, rather than to exercise our faculties 
in the znrestigation of those opinions. If general opinion 
is the test of truth in religious concerns, the surest method 
of perpetuating orthodox principles is to prohibit the free 
circulation of the Scriptures. 

3. The grandeur and sublimity of the language. [/ in- 
deed. magnificent language must of course be used only mm 
describing the dreadful catastrophe which common opinicn 
ascribes to this text, the “ volume of the book” is filled with 
“sad tidings of bad things” indeed. Witness the heant:fnt 
language of David in the 96th and 98th Psalms, where he 
speaks of God as “coming to judge the earth,” and calls 
upon the heavens to rejoice and the earth to be glad in con- 
sequence of His manifestation to “judge the world with 
righteousness, and the people with his truth.” * 








* which can justify the common opinion respecting it. We 
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It is said, that as the prophets somtimes refer to more 
than one event by the same prediction, it is probably the 
ease in this instance. This is one of the weakest subter- 
fuges under which a distressed arsument ever found shel- 
ter To talk of reasoning from the lauguage used, and 
then to discard the rational use of lanzuage, Is certainly an 
aberration from the subject, if it is not the very aniipodes 
to reasoning. 


Language is the medium through which ideas are con- 
veyed from each to others. Words are the component 
parts of language, and are no farther useful, than as they 
stand for the signs of ideas. If the Bible is a revelation 
from Heaven, to whom is it given’ Not toa privileged 
few, most certainly. If portions of it are evidently written 
in figurative language, plain common sense dictates, that 
these passages should not be so construed as to militate 
against the most obvious intent of the more simple and un- 
equivocal, When men are anxious rightly to divide the! 
word of truth, it is fair to prestume that they will never draw| 
an important doctrine by inference, from a parabolic pas- 
age, which is not made certain by others, whose literal in- 
tention can hardly be disputed. 


As I purpose to show cone/usirely, in a future number, 
that the common understanding of this text is not the true 
one, and that it cannot possibly consist with the harmony of 
the Scriptures, I shall omit much which might be said on 
this partial view of the subject, and shall content mysel 
for the present, with the following remarks : 

In viewing the subject as commencing at the 3ist verse, 
we have merely discovered what it does nof prove. Piven 
in looking at the language literally, we have discovered 
that it does not contaim a threat of puntshment in a resur- 
rection state :—Because, 


1. It was predicted to happen at the coming of the Son 
of Man, and not the most distunt allusion is made to a re- 
surrection. 


2. The ¢ime of his coming, is in this partial view, entire- 


ly problematical, and theretore proves nothing. 
3. The legitimate use of language poinis out nations 
as gathered, and nations as separated. 


4. The use of the term evrerlusiing is restrained by the 
nature of the subject, as we learn by a refereace to otler 
scriptures. 


5. The inference which relates to the efernal /'fe of the 
righteous falls to the ground by an understanding of that 
in which it consists. See John xvu. 


6. It sets aside every rational idea of pronoriion ia re- 
wards and punishments, and sets those at an infinite dis- 
tance whose conduct varies in a finite degree. It hurls to 
remediless wo those who merely omitted to do certain acts 
of kindness, and grants to others the joys of a blissiui im- 
mortality, merely for exercising those kindly feelings of 
benevolence, wh ‘ch bring lheir own reword. 

7. It nullifies the declaration of our Saviour, that “ men 
shall give into our bosoms” the measure which we mete to 
others ; and it absolutely contradicts the declaration of the 
wise man, who declares“ The righteous shall be recom- 
persed in the EARTH, much Monk, the wicked and the 
sinner.” 

We have now looked, and looked faithfully, for any 
force in the language of the Scripture under examination, 


have seen that not one word within the verses said to con- 
tain the whole doctrine, puints to another mode of being, 
Not a vestige is seen of the resurrection state. Not a word 
is spoken of individuals in character of sheep cone astray. 
The repeated testimony of scripture respecting the final 
end of sin—the destruct.on of derzl—and the worls of devil 
—the ceclaration that all nations whom God hath made 
shall come and worship before him, and glorify his name ; 
and various other circumstances aud testimonies, all go to 


prove, that, whatever may be its meaning, if certain/y does 
not speak of interminable misery. 

Perhaps a more comprehensive view of this subject may 
elicit a light, by the aid of which we shall be able to dim 
Unzuish what vs its trae understanding. But this will be 
omitted to a future opportunity. 
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“ And every man that hath this hope in him, purifieth 
himself. even as he is pure.” 1 John in. 3. 

The first thong that presents itselfon reading the above 
passage 1s, that the christian hope of life and :mmortality 
maduces its possessor to purify himself from sin and iniqui- 
ty ; hence the possession of this hope is essentially necessa- 
ry to purity and holmess of life. This being acknowledged, 
we may safely infer that the stronger and more stedfast the 
hope, the greater will be the mducement to live godly in 
Christ Jesus. As so much depends on the existence of hope 
in the human heart, we wil! endeavor to define the term, 
and mquire what constitutes a hope. Hope is said to be, 
“the expectation of some good ; an expectation indulzed 
with pleasure—coufilence in a future event.” Hope may 
be considered as produced by an earnest desire and expec- 
tation of good on the one hand. and evidence of the proba- 
bility or certainty of the attainment of that good on the 
other. We cannot hope for that which is disagreeable to 
us, or calculated to do us an injury, nor can-we hope for 
that, however desirable in itself, of which we have not the 
least possible evidence that we shail ever be able to possess 
or enjoy. ‘The reason why men drop into despondency 
which ends i despair, is, the anxious desire that reigns in 
the heart to possess some object or good which is beyond 
our reach ; and as we ernnot quench the desire, fin Ung it 
imposible to lay hold of the object. the mind sinks beneath 
the pressure of disappointment, and the heart breaks un- 
der the weight of its anxiety. 

According then to our desires, and the weight of testi- 
mony we have, proving to the mind the certainty of obtain- 
ing the full fruition of or desires and wishes, will be the 
strength and energies of our hope. ‘To possess that hope 
whichis as an anchor of the soul beth sure and sted{ast, 
we mst have the most unequivocal testimony, yea, testi- 
mony bevond the reach of contradiction, that what we de- 
sire will be enjoyed in due time. 


ry* 


The ol ject of the christian hope is life and immortalitys 
or What is more generally termed the hope of salvation, or 
of bemg saved from all sin and misery. There is implant- 
ed in man by his merciful Creator, a desire to eniov that 
happiness, of which, he is formed susceptible, Whatever 
are the miseries he may experience to day, man is support- 
ed ia the midst of his trials with hope that ihey will end 
to-morrow, and the felicity he desires be enioved. Man 
looks forward with solicitude to another world for the par- 
cicipation of those pleasures which are demed him in this. 
To encourage him to endure the trials and afflictions inei- 
dent to this hfe, and to give him dtvine con<olation in the 
hour of sorrow, was life and immortality breught to ieht 
in the gospel, and the revelation of the will and purp ees 
of God im respect to the future destiny of man, given te 
the dependent offspring of Jehovah. 

3uton what does christian hope rest ? If we confide in the 
scripture testimony,the hope of life eternal is predicated on 
the unmutable counsel and unchangeable purposes of God. 
Paul speaks of “the hope ofeternal hfe, which God that can- 
not lie, promised before the world began.” And Jolin speak- 
ing of the RECorD which God hath given of his son, says, 
“and this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal 





life,and this life is in his son.” Paul, speaking of that 
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Gospel in which life and immortality is brought to light, | 
declares that God preached it to Abraham, saying, * in thee 
shall a!l the uations of the earth be blessed.” ‘This promise 
the apostle informs us, was confirmed by the oath of Jeho- 
vah, that * by two immutable things, (viz. the promise and 
the oct) we might have strong consolation who have fled 
for reiuge to lay hold on the hope set beiore us, which hope 
we have as an auchor of the soul both sure and stedtast, 
and which entereth into that within the vail, whither the 
forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an High 
Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.” 

In evidence then, that our desires for salvation shall be 
realized, we have the promise of God, confirmed by his 
gath, beside which, we can have nothing more satisiactory 
or convincing to the mind, and with which, we are fully 
persuaded, that what God has promised he is able to ac- 
complish, as he worketh all things after the counsel of his 
ewn will. Possessed of this ample testimony, which leaves 
no room for doubt or uncertainty, we are enabled in hum- 
ble confidence to enjoy the hope set before us in the gospel, 
and in the day of affliction and distress, listen to the 
heart cheering mstruction, “ flee to the strong hold ye pri- 
seners of hope.” 

TO BE CONTINUED. 


From the Unitarian Miscellany. 


New Work proposed by Rammohun Roy. 

{n reading the preface to Rammohun Rey’s Final Appeal 
to the Chrishhan Public, our attention was powerfully ar- 
rested by the following proposal for a monthly theological 
publication. 

“As christianity is happily not a subject resting on 
vague metaphysical speculations, but is founded upon the 
authority of books written in languages, which are under- 
stood and explained accerding to Known and standing rules, 
{ therefore propose, with a view to the more speedy aud 
eertain altainment of religious truth, to establish a monitily 
periodical publication, commencing frem the month of 
April nest, to be devoted to Biblical criticism, and to sub- 
ject unitarian as well as trinitarian doctrines to the test ot 
fair argument, if those of the latter persuasion will consent 
thus to submit the scriptural grounds on which their tenets 
eoncerning the Trinity are built. 


“For the sake of method and convenience, I propose 
that, beginning with the Book of Genesis, and taking all 
the passages in that portion of Scripture, which are thought 
to countenance the doctrine of the Trinity, we should ex- 
aniine them one by one, and publish our observations upon 
them; and that next month we proceed in the same mun- 
ner with the Book of Exodrs, and so on with all the Books 
efthe Old and New Testaments, in their regular order. 


“Ifany one of the Missionary Gentlemen, for himself 
aud in behalf of his fellow labourers, choose to profit by 


mediate connexion with the subject, and can only serve to 
retard the progress of discovery ; and that we never allow 
ourselves for a moment to forget that we are engaged in a 
solemn religious disputation.” 


Whether this work will ever be commenced and prose- 
cuted, we know not. ‘There will doubtless be many eb- 
stacles to it; some of them arising unexpectedly, and some 
purposely created by interested men. But it is enough to 
icrease our former admiration of this wonderful Hindoo, 
that he has announced such an undertaking. A periodical 
publication, devoted to the exegesis, as Professor Stuart 
would call it, of the Jewish and Christian Scriptures, to be 
carried ou by a Bramian of Hindostan, in the English lan- 
guage, at his own expense, with his own types, and at a 
press which is worked by his own countrymen! Who 
would have ventured to predict such a thing twenty years 
ago? 

It has been for some time one ef our most pleasing con- 
templations to mark the path of this man. It is a track of 
light ina dark sky- We cannot despair of the conversion 
of British India. at no very distant period, to a pure sys- 
tam of religion and morals, while we behold such a man as 
Rammohun Roy, labouring with all his heart and all his 
means, in the cause of reason, and knowledge, and truth. 


Installation at Brooklyn. 


On Wednesday, the fifth of November, the Rev. Samuel 
Joseph May was installed Pastor of the First Church and 
Society in Brooklyn, Connecticut. Introductory prayer 
by Rev. Mr. Wilson, of Petersham ; sermon by Rey. Mr. 
Walker, of Charlestown, (from | Corinthians, i. 23, 24 :) 
consecrating prayer by Rev. Dr. Bancroft, of Worcester ; 
charge by lev. Dr. Freeman, of Boston; right hand of 


icllowship, by Rev. Mr. Peabody of Springfield ; address 
to the people, by Rev. Dr. Thayer, of Lanoaster ; conclu- 


ing prayer, by Rev. Mr. Parkman, of Boston. 

This installation is an encouraging sign of the times. 
It announces to the friends of Gospel freedom, that liberal 
principles of religion, and liberal views of Christianity, 
have at length gained a footing in Connecticut. The spirit 
of exc lusiveness i is passing away, the glory of consociations 
ison the wane, and we trust that it will wax no more. 
The people are beginning to resist the usurpations of a 
narrow-minded clergy, and to disregard the pretensions 
which have so long been made, and so long been admitted, 
to the exercise of an unhallowed authority over mid, and 
faith, and couscience. We devoutly hope, that the congre- 
gation at Brooklyn is not the only one in that state, which 
has determined to incur the disgrace no longer, of bowing 
down their souls in slavish submission to the men who 
have placed themselves on the spiritual judgment seat, and 
dared to arrogate a power over those thoughts and deter- 
minations of the human mind, which God alone can right- 
ly discern, & which God alone will righteously judge. We 





the opportunity thus afforded them of defending and diffu- | 
sing the doctrimes they have undertaken to preach,! re-} 
quest that an Essay on the Book of Genesis of the kind 
above intimated may be sent me bythe middle of the 
month, and if confined within reasonable limits not exceed- 

ing a dozen or sixteen pages, | hereby engage to cause it to; 
be printed and circulated at my own charge, should the | 
Missionary Gentlemen refuse to bestow any part of the 
funds, mtended for the spread of Christianity, towards this 
object; and also thata reply (not exceeding the same! 
number of pages) to the arguments adduced, shall be pub-; 
lished along with it by the beginning of the ensuing month. 
That this new mode of controversy by short monthly pub- 
lications may be attended with all the advantages which 
1, in common with other searchers after truth, expect, and 
of which it is capable, it will be absolutely necessary that 
nothing be introduced of a personal nature, or calculated 
to hurt the feelings of individuals---that we avoid all of- 


, 


hope to hear no more of ministers being haled before an 
ecclesiastical court, for studying the Bible, to discover its 
‘true meaning; or of their being torn from their parishes, 
for declaring the result of their honest convictions. We 
| hope that the monstrous inconsistency will no longer exist, 
ofa protestant people in a free land, submitting to a cleri- 
cal dominion as despotic as that of Rome in the dark ages. 


The gentleman who is now installed over the first church 
in Brooklyn, we are sure will labour effectually in sowing 


| the seeds of an enlightened faith, and spreading abroad in 


his neighborhood the simple and unalloyed truths of chris- 
tiauity.—id. 
From the (N. Y.) Gospel Herald. 
NEWS FROM SCOTLAND. 
We have received —— epistle from our Br. pec 
dated Glasgow, Cct. 1923. from whieb we extract | 





remaive expressions, and such arguments es have no in- 


| following : 











RELIGIOUS 









INQUIRER. 





“ We have received an epistle from a smal! church at 
Colerain, a the north of Ireland ; of which we had not be- 
fore heard. [tis certain that liberal views of the Divine 
economy, and rational ideas of the Creator’s purpose and 
deen in Redemption, are extending their mild and genial 
liiluence around us. May the Great Head of the Church 
prepare and send forth labourers into the Gospel harvest, 
who tay be powerfully suecessful in making imroa ts into 
the kinzdom of darkness, tustrumental in dissipating 
gloom of prejudice, and successful iu counteracting the 
efforts of priest-craft. 

“Tatmire the liberality and forbearance so long practi- 
sed among Amer-can Universalists ; and shall feel unspeak- 
ably rejoiced to know that they continue united im senti- 
meut upon the Rock of Aces, Christ Jesus, and preserve the 
unity of the spirit in the bonds of heavenly peace. ‘The 
duration of punishment, we may consider a maiter of minor 
linportance. JRvovan atilets not willingly, ner un- 
necessarily erieves the children of men, Nota stripe will 
be inflicted more than is required for tie good of the cliasti- 
sed.” 


the 


‘ 
‘ 


) 
A 


Our Br. Worrall for himself, and on behalf of our breth- 
ren in Glasgow, tenders grateful acknowledgements to those 
who have forwarded books, and * administered to the in- 
tellectual pleasure and gratification” of our distant breth- 
rea. 


. 
‘ 


& epee, 
AN AWFUL WARNING. 

* Among others whom he [Swedenborg]} repeatedly saw. 
was Joka Calvin. Oi the condition of Calvin in the future 
world we have the tollowing picture: that at his death, it 
was sometime betore the angels could couvince hiin that he 
had actually exchanged worlds ; that his followers were all 
confined in dungeons and caves, because they believed the 
doctrine of predestination; that he himself was miserably 
Jonesoine, having none with whom he could associate ; that 
for a long time he hid himself tu a dark corner; that he 
next lodged in the house of harlots; and finally, Sweden- 
borg left him shut up ina cave with his followers, where 
they laboured for their food, and made it their business and 
delight to quarrel and do each other mischiet.” 

Christian Mirror. 


ty 
tad 


ReELiG10N wants less said about the theory, and more 
doue in the way of practice. 


Love, Charity, aud Truth want more real friends. 
Pride wants to be discarded,and modest Difhdence in- 
troduced. 
s+ 
DIED, 
At Barre, (Vt.) on the 11th ult. atthe house of his son, 
the Rev. Winniam FarweE.t, aged 74. Ile remained 
firm in the belief * That the Father sent the Son to be the 
Saviour of the world,” and met death with Christian 
fortitude and resignation, giving, inthe manner of his 
death, the lie to the hackneyed assertion, “that a be- 
lief in Universal Salvation, may do to live by, but will not 
do to die by.” 


Lost, on the 25th of Nov. last, from on board the brig 
Sea Island of Hartford, H. Barnard, master, on her passage 
from New-London to Matanzas, Mr. Henny Canrriever. 
aged 20, son of the Rev. R. Carrigue, editor of this paper. 
So perished a promising and active youth in the morning 
all who knew him. 


of life, beloved by Mysterious are thy 


ways, O Father of Spirits—yet art thou just, merciful and 


roo!. Moy all in affliction say from ihe heart,“ Thy will 
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_ [sELEcrer.| 
DOMESTIC HAPPIXESS. 
*Tis not in scenes of festive pleasure, 
Splendid equtpare and dress, 
Hoarded heaps of glittering treasure,— 
Can bestow true happiness. 


No, the sweetest joy arises 
From domestic, dear delights ; 
Where the peace, that virtue prizes, 
With attractive power uuites, 


Far from scenes of sad vexation, 
Happy they who can remove, 

To their tranquil habitation, 
Blest with competence aud love. 


Where good nature, ever smiling, 
Kindles joy in every heart ; 

And affection, grief beguiling, 
Sweetcst pleasure can impert. 

Piety, the scene adorning 
With a lustre all divine, 

Brings to view the vylor.ous morning 
When their joys shall brighter sliune. 


Earth’s delights at best are fleetiag, 
Every pleasure has its pain; 

But when these are all retreating 
Tis to bloom more fur again. 


O how lovely is the dwelling 
Where such joys as these abound ; 
Each enjoyment sure feretelling, 
All with glory shail be crowa’d. 
JUST RECEIVED, 
AND FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE. 
The UNIVERSALIST HYMN BOOK : « new cullee- 
tion of Psalms and Hynins, tor the use of Unive.salist So- 
cieties.— (single or cuz.) 
Battov, ON ATONEMENT. 
Batiou’s NOTES ON THE PARABLES. 
Do. ELEVEN SERMONS. 
Do. CATECHIS\,. 
Also—A discourse delivered June 4th at the Installation 
of Rev. David Pickering, by Rev. Joun Pispe, Jr. 
Aud a number of other Pauiphiets, fav oring the doe: 
trine of Universal Salvation. 
omua== 
NOTICE. 
J) > Subscribers to the “Reviciovs InacrnEr” whe 
h their Volumes bound, are informed that by send- 








ing them to this Office, they can have them bound in a 
handsome manner, and probably much cheaper than they 
can get them done elsewhere.—Should any wish to im- 
prove this opportunity, they will hand them in as soon as 


possible. 
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be done.” 
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